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There are only three places heroin will take a person – rehab, jail, or death.  She’s not dead yet but that is her next step since she has already been to the other two!  My daughter, Kaitlyn, is a heroin addict.  She has been fighting this disease for just about a year.  She has been to counseling and relapsed.  She has been to detox and relapsed.  This time, she was finally arrested and spent a night in jail, pending criminal charges.  While this may seem like a bad thing, to me, it is what saved her life.  Kaitlyn made a choice to get help.  She is now in a residential rehabilitation center receiving treatment for both drug addiction and a bipolar disorder.  Kaitlyn is a beautiful, intelligent young lady who loves animals and wants to be a veterinarian but made a bad choice in trying heroin and is now addicted to it.  She has lost everything as a result – her college financial aid, her job, her car, her self-respect as well as the trust of everyone around her.  

Unfortunately, I know that her story is not the only one out there like this.  So many families who are experiencing similar situations have pleaded for support from the government as evidenced by the Illinois Heroin Crisis Bill currently being debated in Springfield.  As you are aware, heroin is taking over our communities like a fast-spreading plague.  It is killing our loved ones at alarming rates and costing taxpayers millions of dollars each year due to drug related theft, medical care, and incarceration.  

It is difficult to get this population the help they need as there is a ridiculously long waiting list for an open bed in rehab centers.  Those that are fortunate enough to get a bed are only there for a maximum of 28 days until they transition to sober living facilities where they will gradually re-enter society.  However, this is not always the case as there is a very long waiting list for this leg of treatment too.  And more times than not, recovering addicts are forced to go directly home instead which can put them into culture shock.  This transitional step is an important one in maintaining one’s sobriety and working to create a new stable life for themselves while gradually re-entering their community.  Without it, rates for relapse and recidivism are dangerously high.  

I ask for your support in changing the Illinois statutory punishments for drug possession and to re-direct funds currently being used for incarcerating those charged with possession to instead be used for creating more rehab and sober living centers.  This would, in turn, lower costs to taxpayers, help reduce overcrowding in jails, reverse high rates of relapse and recidivism as well as to lower the extremely high, every-increasing death rates we are currently seeing as a nation.   Furthermore, this action will help recovering addicts more successfully re-enter their communities where they can become contributing members of society and provide additional resources for the labor force.  Now is the time to act before so many more of our youth are taken by this epidemic.  This action would be a tremendous step in fighting the war on drugs and taking back our communities!


